David Heywood's Introduction to the Old Testament Session 2b

Session 2: The Message of Hosea

B. The Broken Covenant

Hosea urges Israel to sound the alarm because they have broken "my" covenant.

B1. "Your God from the land of Egypt"

For Hosea, the history of Israel as a nation began when they wandered in the wilderness, having
been set free from Egypt. Here are some key verses:
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B2. The Terms of the Covenant

The deliverance of Israel from Egypt was the time when Yahweh had made a covenant between
himself and Israel.

A covenant was a relationship between a vassal and an overlord. It was a relationship of
protection and obedience. Yahweh promised to protect Israel and provide for her. They were to
be his own special possession: a "kingdom of priests and a holy nation". "Holy" means "set
apart" to God, as priests are separated to the service of God. In return, Israel was to obey God by
keeping the "Torah". usually this is known as "law" although literally it means "teaching".
"Torah" was a God-given way of life. Thus the parallel to "broken my covenant" in Hosea 8:1 is
"transgressed my torah".

The covenant established a relationship of commitment between God and Israel. Israel's life as a
nation was to be based on that commitment. Hosea's message is: "God is committed to you, but
are you committed to him?" In 8:2, they cry "my God", but it is all false. They say, "We know
you," but in reality they do not know him.

B3. The Ten Commandments

The most important expression of Israel's covenant commitment was the Ten Commandments
(Exodus 20:1-17). Hosea 4:1-2 is another message in the form of a law-suit. This time the
indictment is the failure of Israel to keep these commandments.
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In verse 2, five of the commandments are mentioned, all of which Israel has broken: there is
swearing, lying, stealing, murder and adultery. In addition, as we know, the Israelites were
worshipping Baal and setting up idols. To break these commandments was to break her
covenant with Yahweh.

But these verses also make clear that loyalty to Yahweh involved more than outward obedience.
What Yahweh was looking for was not just compliance with his commands but the inward
values that should have flowed from the covenant: faithfulness, loyalty (that is chesed or
steadfast love) and the "knowledge" of God. As we saw in the previous session, the "knowledge'
of God is always practical: it means doing his will in a way that reflects his character. It also
carries overtones of deep intimacy, such as exists in a sexual relationship.

A people who "know" God will demonstrate covenant values. The character of God will be
reflected in the people who are his special possession, who are "holy", separated out for him.
They will demonstrate qualities like the ones we saw listed in 2:19-20: righteousness, justice,
steadfast love, mercy and faithfulness, the qualities God promises to give as his wedding gift
when he betroths Israel again.
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