David Heywood's Introduction to the Old Testament Session 2d

Session 2: The Message of Hosea

D. Repentance

What positive advice did Hosea offer to the Israelites of his day? What did he want to see
happen as a result of his preaching?

His answer would have been that he wanted to see Israel "return" or, as we would say, "repent".
In the book there are two "liturgies" of repentance. The first is in 6:1-6:

D1. Israel's Insincerity

In this passage, Hosea quotes one of the chants of the worshippers at the shrine of Yahweh. His
assessment is that their apparent change of heart is in fact superficial. They expect everything to
come right very quickly. "Two days" and "three days" mean a very short time, just as "forty
days" usually means a long time. In fact, says Hosea, their love is like a cloud of mist in the
morning; it vanishes as quickly as dew. A much deeper change of heart is needed. What the
Lord looks for is not "sacrifice" but "steadfast love" and the "knowledge" of him (verse 6).

D2. Hosea's Hope Against Hope

The second liturgy of repentance comes in chapter 14:
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Here Hosea is telling Israel what they need to do to find the Lord's mercy. They need to go to
the shrine taking words rather than animals for sacrifice, words that they mean and intend to
follow through.

At the shrines, there would usually be prophets whose role was give Yahweh's reply to the
worshippers' questions. So in verses 4-7 Hosea tells Israel what Yahweh's reply will be to such a
petition. Thus the book ends on a note of hope with a promise of salvation, and this is a fair
reflection of Hosea because, as we have seen, despite his predictions of direst judgement, he
never stopped hoping for an eventual restoration of God's people.
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