David Heywood's Introduction to the Old Testament Session 3b

Session 3: The Early Prophets

B. Hosea and the Politics of his Time

B1. Background: The Reign of Jeroboam Il

Activity 3.3

Read 2 Kings 9 and 10

This is the biblical account of the revolt of Jehu in the northern kingdom of Israel in 842 B.C. For
more background information, see the Time chart.

The narrator of the book of Kings makes no explicit judgement on the rights or wrongs of Jehu's
actions until the rather ambiguous summary in 10:30-31. Would you say the narrator was in
sympathy with Jehu or not? What would your own judgement be on his actions? What do think
is the implication of the involvement of Elisha and the prophetic party?

According to the promise recorded in 2 Kings 10:30, Jehu's dynasty was to last four generations.
The king of Hosea's time, Jeroboam II, was the fourth in line from Jehu. During his 40-year reign
(786-746 B.C.) Jeroboam seemed to be firmly in control. It was a time of great prosperity. We
know from Hosea that worship at the local shrines was thriving, although much of this worship
was offered to Canaanite gods rather than Yahweh. Hosea describes the abundance of grain,
wine, flax and olive oil, the gold and silver lavished on the idol-gods, the festivals with the
worshippers decked out in new clothes.

But the prosperity of Israel masked considerable social injustice. Hosea's contemporary, Amos,
was especially scathing in his descriptions of the way the rich enjoyed the fruits of the booming
economy and ignored the plight of the poor or used their greater economic power to oppress
and cheat them.



David Heywood's Introduction to the Old Testament Session 3b

In these quotations, we glimpse the lifestyle of the affluent and leisured classes: building houses
of fine stone, filling them with fine furniture, planting vineyards, multiplying flocks and herds,
with plenty to eat and drink, enjoying luxury items like finest oils. But Amos's concern is for the
poor, who suffer not only poverty but injustice. He, and the other prophets like him, were
concerned not only for the worship of Yahweh but for the maintenance of the Law of Moses,
which enshrined values of justice and the duty placed on the wealthy and powerful to care for
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the powerless, especially the widows and orphans, who otherwise would have no one to
provide for them.

We know that, at the outset of his prophetic ministry, Hosea had foretold the downfall not just
of the dynasty of Jehu but of the whole nation of Israel..

These verses mention "the blood of Jezreel". Hosea's attitude seems to be that even though the
original coup had the backing of the prophetic party, led by Elisha, its bloodthirstiness was
culpable before God and the time had come for Yahweh to execute judgement. This prediction
of the downfall of the kingdom runs alongside the condemnation of Israel's unfaithfulness in
worship throughout the book. Whereas Amos predicted exile as a punishment for callousness
and injustice, Hosea saw the coming disaster as punishment on the Jehu dynasty but also as
Israel's chance to begin again with a new spirit of loyalty to Yahweh and his laws.
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